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THE 


Theatrical Obserber ; 
Daily Bills of the Play. 


i a ae 
‘* Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.’’"—OTuELio. 


Oa LLL ah a 
No. 1802 Tuesday, Sept. 18, 1827. Price 1d. 
<2 Dark Evenings—To prevent Imposition, Ask for The Observer. ~ 


English Opera House. 

Tue Freebooters, and The Serjeant’s Wife, were the performance 
here last night, to a well attended huuse. ‘The most remarkable oc- 
currence of the evening was the appearance of Mrs. Siddons and he: 
dasghter, in Mr. Atnold’s box—she looked well. 


Dap-market Theatre. 

Unrit the winter Theatres open, we suppose, our critical labours 
will be confined to reporting daily the successful career of the popula: 
pieces at present acting, both at this Theatre, and the English Opera 
Heuse ; for though a variety might be pleasant to us, whose duty calls 
us nightly to the Theatres, yet we must of course content ourselves as 
long as the public crowd in such numbers, as they do at present, to 
see the same selection repeated every night, which was yesterday even- 
ing, as usual, Lhe Goldsmith, Spring and Autumn, The Rencontre, 
abd Peter Smink. 

Minor THEeatre.— The Mountaineers, and Charles the Second, were 
given here last night;—we hope to be able to notice them to-morrow. 


Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Blanchard, and Mr. Bedford were to appear last 

uight, at the Liverpool Theatre in The Cabinet. 
THE SERJEANT’S WIFE. 

The Drama of this name, thuagh taken from one of the O’ Hara 
Tales, is founded, as well as the tale itself, on an occurrence which 
took place in 1813, in Ireland, and which is thus described in the con- 
fession of the assassins, who were convicted and executed in that 
year :— 

“ Phe discovery of this murder, as decreed by the Almighty, was 
made by Margaret Armstrong, the wife of Serjeant Armstrong, of the 
27th regiment of foot, on the recruiting service in Athlone. She was 
going to her husband, when she was overtaken by this dealing man. 
He asked her how far she was going—she answered to Athlone, to her 
husband, and said as it was getting late, and being scarce of money, 
she would make good her way that night. He then replied, “ my 
poor woman let not that hurry you, I am going to Athlone myself and 
there is a lodging at the next cross at which I mean to stop, be ad- 
vised, and go no futher to-night, and I will pay your expences.”— 
When they came to the house, he asked for a bed for himself and 
another for the woman, and called for supper ; when that was over he 
paid the bill, and taking out his pocket-book, he counted £150 which 
he gave in charge to George Smith, and retired to bed; the woman 
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likewise went to her’s, the family sat up till twelve; after which 
when the man was fast asleep and all was silent, we, (the three 
Smiths) went into the room were the man lay ; we dragged him out 
of bed, and cut his throat from ear to ear; we saved his blond in 5 
pewter dish, and put the body into a flaxseed barrell, among feathers 
in which we covered it up. ‘Take care and do the same with the wo- 
man, said owr mother. We accordingly went to her bedside, and saw 
her hands extended out of the bed ;—we held a candle to her eyes but 
she did not stir during the whole time, as God was on her side ; for 
had we supposed that she had seen the murder committed by us she 
would have shared the same fate with the deceased man. Next morn- 
ing when she arose, she asked was the man up? Wemade answer, 
that he was gone two hours before, left sixpence for her, and took her 
bundle with him. ‘‘ No matter,” said she, “ for [will see him in 
Athlone.” When she went away, I (George Smith*) dressed myself in 
my sister’s clothes, and having erossed the fields, met her. I asked 
her how far she was going? She said to Athlone ; I then asked_ her 
where she lodged ? She told me at one Smith’s, a very decent house, 
where she met very good entertainment.’ “ ‘That house bears a bad 
name,’ said I, “I have not that to say of them,” said she, “ for 
they gave me good usage.” It was not long until we saw a serjeant 
aud two recruits coming up the road ; upon which she cried ont, “‘ Here 
is my husband coming to meet me; he knew I was coming to him.” | 
immediately turned off the road, and made back to the house. When 
she met her husband she fainted and on recovering she told him of the 
murder, and how she escaped with her life. The husband. went imme- 
diately and got guards, and had us taken prisoners; the house was 
searched, and the mangled body found in the barrel.’’ 
‘The three moasters were, it is mentioned, ordered for execution 
‘rom the dock. 
* Mr. O. Smith plays the principal villain in this interesting Drama. 
Fashionable Lounges.—Open Daily. 
Diorama, Regent's Park.—T wo New Views;—Saint Cloud, and Environs of 
Paris, taken from Bas Meudon, painted by M. Bouton; and Ruins in a Fog. 
painted by M. Daguere, with the various Effects of Light and Shade; this 
picture represents the effects of a Fog, which, gradually dissipating, discovers 
the surrounding Country and Mountaius.—Open daily from 10 till 4 o'clock. 
Miss Linwoop’s celebrated Pictures in Needle-work Leicester-square. 
Mr. Finn’s Fancy Glass-working Exhibition, in Miniature, displaying the Art 
of Modelling and Working, Removed from the Strand, to 164, Regent Street. 
Fourth Division of New Panoramas.—The Views consist of the Entrance of the 
King of France at Paris, after his Coronation; the Pont Neuf; Paris, and 
the Poulevard ; the Wilhelms height, near Hessee Casse!, Vienna, with all 
its suburbs, the Wild Cataract in the river Trauyn; a View in Rome, Peters- 
burg, the Statue of Peter the Great, Moscow, taken from a Church Steeple 
in the Kremiln, with 300 Churches in an entire Circle. Open from 10 in the 
morning till 10 at night—Adm. ts. The Panoramas are lighted in the Even- 
ing, at No. 16, Old Bond Street. These Views will close on the 19th inst. 
Haymarket—* Tue Wonper,” performed by Cuartes Wricur. 
Fine Port and bright Sherry, well worthy of name, 
Two shillings per bottle—Madeira the same ; 
Good Cape fifteen-penee, and the marvel to crown, 
Champagne five and sixpence—the cheapest in town. 
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English Opera-House, Strand. 








This Evening, the Comic Farce of 


Monsieur Tonson. 


Previous, Martini’s Overture et Entre Act D’HenrylV. 
Monsieur Morbleu, Mr MATHEWS, 
Mr Thompson, Mr. W. BENNETT, Jack Ardourly, Mr J. BLAND, 
Tom King, Mr WRENCH, Usefal, Mr IRWIN, 

Nap, Mr SALTER, Trap, Mr HEATH, Want’em, Mr SHAW, 
Fip, Mr BAKER, Rusty, Mr MINTON, 
Adolphioe de Courcy, Miss GOWARD, 

Madame Belgrade, Mrs WESTON, Mrs Thompson, Mrs JERROLD. 


After which, a Comic Operatta called 


The Boarding House 


With Mozxart’s Overture to Cosi Fan Tuite, 
Young Contrast, Mr POWER, © 
Admiral Culpepper...... --..-.-Mr SALTER, 
Caotain Belfast, Mr THORNE, 
Admiral Contract, Mr W. BENNETT, 
Waiter, Mr MINTON, 
Simon Splatterdash...............Mr KEELEY, 
Peter Fidget. Mr MATHEWS, 
With the additional Songs of “ The Calais Packet,’* and “ The 
Nightingale Club.” 
Fanny, Mrs PERRY, Bridget, Mrs JERROLD, 
Caroline Wheatsheaf, Miss GRAY, 
Caroline Heartly ...... Miss BODEN. 


To conclude with the new Drama of 


The Serjeant’s Wife! 


The Music by Mr. Goss—Scenery by Messrs. Pitt & Tomkins. 
Previous to which, Mozart's Overture to Zauberflote. 
Old Cartouch, Mr BARTLEY, 

Robin, Mr KEELEY, Dennis, Mr CHAPMAN, 
Frederick Cartouch, Mr PEARMAN, 
Serjeant Louis, Mr BLAND, Gaspard, Mr SMITH, 
Serjeant George, Mr IRWIN. 

Lisette, (the Serjeant’s Wife) Miss KELLY, 
Margot, Miss GOWARD. 


Printed and Published by BE. Thomas, Denmark-coart, t, Exeter-change, Strand 
All Communications must be post paid, 
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Theatre Royal, Hay-Market. 


This Evening, the Melo-drama of 


THE GOLDSMITH. 


The President, Mr YOUNGER, 
Cardillac, Mr COOPER, Oliver, Mr VINING, 
Count Rosenberg, Mr GALLOTT, 
Bertrand, Mr COVENEY, Hubert, Mr COOKE, 
James, Mr COATES. 
The Countess, Mrs W. CLIFFORD, 
Margaret, Mrs HUMBY, Isabella, Miss P.GLOVER. 

After whieh, the Comedy of 


Spring and Autumn. 


. Sir Simon Slack, Mr W.-FARREN, 
Osmond, Mr RAYMOND, John, Mr ROSS, 
Rattle, Mr COOPER. 

Mrs Rattle, Mrs CLIFFORD, Clara, Miss GLOVER, 
Mrs Dartmouth, Mrs GLOVER. 
To which, will be added the Comedy of 


THE RENCONTRE. 


(The Characters in this mach admired Comedy as before.) 
To conclude with the Farce of 


Bombastes Furioso. 


Artaxominous, Mr WILLIAMS, 
Fusbos, Mr GALLOTT, Bombastes, Mr J. REEVE. 
Courtiers, Messrs. MORRIS and MOORE, 
Distafina, Mrs T. HILL. 


The Music in 
The celebrated Opera of The Freebooters, 
Composed by F. Paer, adapted ty Mr. Hawes, 
Is now published at No. 7, Adelphi Terrace, Strand. 


Giippon’s Cigay Divan, 42, King Street, Covent Garden. 

We are requested to inform onr readers, that the above elegant Establishment 
will close fer considerable alteration and re-embellishment, on Wednesday 
next, Sept. 19. It will positively re-open, with the two winter Theatres, on 
Monday, Oetober the 1st. We have been indulged with a veiw of the ;plar 
of the intended decorations, and we venture to assert, that they will not fall 
short of former elegance and comfort. Until Wednesday next, The Divan 
will continue open as asual from 4 to 10 o’clock. 


T; 
Measure for Measure,’’ 
An interesting Piece, exhibited Daily, by Payne & Co. at No. 90, Strand.— 








Theatrical Dresses, for all Characters, made to measure, at comical low Prices. 


every Article of the best Materials,;.and Workmanship. 
































